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Welcome to the 2013 meeting of the Bumblebee Working 
Group!  An exciting programme of talks and posters will deal 
with the genus Bombus from diverse perspectives, including: 
systematics; distribution; diversity; conservation; behaviour; 
the effects of pesticides; and the role of bumblebees as 
ecosystem service providers. 

I’d like to thank the organisations and individuals who have 
supported this meeting:   

 The University of Northampton for space and technical 
 assistance.  

 The Nene Valley Nature Improvement Area for covering 
 the cost of lunch and refreshments.  

 Members of the Landscape and Biodiversity Research 
 Group for logistical support. 

 Opticron for providing a raffle prize of binoculars worth 
 more than £200.  Please buy your tickets from the 
 registration desk!  All money raised will go to the Nene 
 Valley NIA Project. 

Hope you enjoy the meeting!  

 

Jeff Ollerton 

Professor of Biodiversity 

Department of Environmental and Geographical Sciences 
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MORNING SESSION 

0900 – Coffee, registration and setting up posters  

 

1000 - Jeff Ollerton (University of Northampton) 

 Welcome and overview of the Nene Valley Nature Improvement           
 Area project 

1020 - Paul Williams (Natural History Museum)  

 The IUCN Bumblebee Specialist Group 

1040 – Mike Edwards (Hymettus) 

 Bombus sylvarum on the move - from where?  

1100 - Mark Brown (Royal Holloway) 

 Longevity and site fidelity in male bumblebees   

 

1120 – Coffee and posters 

 

1200 - Rob Fowler (University of Birmingham)  

 Urban bumblebees and pollination services  

1220 – Tom Ings (Anglia Ruskin University)  

 Winter bumblebee activity - a viable strategy? 

1240 – Tom Breeze (University of Reading) 

 UK policy impacts upon wild bees – a review 

 

1300 – Lunch, posters and demonstration of the NVision 3D facility 

 

 

 

 



AFTERNOON SESSION 

1400 - Juliet Osborne (University of Exeter)  

 New project:  Modelling bumblebee colony dynamics    

1420 - Dave Goulson (University of Stirling)  

 Disease risks associated with the global trade in bumblebees: Argentina 
 as a case study  

1440 - Nigel Raine (Royal Holloway)   

 Combined pesticide exposure severely affects individual- and colony-
 level traits in bumblebees 

1500 - James Cresswell (University of Exeter) 

 Comparative ecotoxicology of bees 

 

1520 – Tea and posters 

 

1540 - Vanessa Amaral-Rogers (Buglife) 

 A history of neonics and how legislation will affect bumblebee 
 conservation 

1600 - Steven Falk (Buglife)  

 Bumblebee issues in key parts of Britain  

 

1620 – Discussion – venue for BBWG 2015 

1700 – To the pub! 

 

END OF MEETING 

 

 

 

 



POSTERS 

 

Robin Field & Sarah Still (Wildlife Trust & Environment Agency)  

 Wet meadow creation project at Dovecote Farm, Northamptonshire, UK.  

 

Alexa Varah (University of Reading)   

 Delivering multiple ecosystem services in UK agriculture – can 
 agroforestry do it all? 

 

Duncan Coston (University of Reading) 

 Pollinator efficiency on UK crops 

 

Deepa Senapathi (University of Reading) 

 Impact of historic land-use change on shifts in pollinator communities 

 

Jacob Bishop (University of Reading)  

 Pollinators: a buffer against climate-driven yield loss? 

 

Jennifer Wickens (University of Reading) 

 Pollinator flow across agroecosystems 

 

Chloe Hardman (University of Reading)  

 Nature-friendly farming – a flying success? 

 

Matt Johnson  (Wildlife Trust)  

 Inspiring Meadows; restoring species rich grassland Local Wildlife Sites 
 across Northamptonshire 



POSTERS (cont.) 

 

Paul Williams (Natural History Museum)  

 World species of the subgenus Bombus s. str. 

 

Gareth Thomas & Richard Moore (University of Northampton) 

 The Biodiversity Index  

 

Gemma Baron (Royal Holloway)  

 Double whammy? Impacts of pesticides and parasites on bumblebee 
 fitness 

 

Lisa Evans (Royal Holloway)  

 Changes in worker foraging behaviour in a developing bumblebee 
 (Bombus terrestris) colony 

 

Karen Smith (Royal Holloway)  

 A comparison of visual and olfactory learning performance in the 
 bumblebee Bombus terrestris 

 

Claire Carvell (Centre for Ecology and Hydrology)  

 Impacts of habitat structure on queen and worker bumblebees  

 

Paolo Biella & Jeff Ollerton (University of Pavia & University of Northampton) 

 Local Bombus assemblages: a preliminary comparison of the Western 
 Palaearctic and the Nearctic-Neotropics 


